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censing of them, and kneeling and offering unto them, with
other like worshippings, although the same hath entered by
devotion, and fallen to custom; yet the people ought to be dili-
gently taught, that they in no wise do it, nor think it meet to
be done to the same images, but only to be done to God, and in
his honour, although it 'be done before the images, whether it
be of Christ, of the cross, or of our Lady, or of any other saint
besides.

(f. 7iv)                      ..    Of Purgatory

Forasmuch as due order of charity requireth, and the book
of Maccabees, and divers ancient doctors plainly shewen, that it
is a very good and charitable deed to pray for souls departed,'
and forasmuch also, as such usage hath continued in the church
so many years, even from the beginning, we will that all bishops
and preachers shall instruct and teach our people, committed by
us unto their spiritual charge, that no man ought to be grieved
with the continuance of the same, and that it standeth with the
very due order of charity, a Christian man to pray for souls
departed, and to commit them in our prayers to God's mercy,
and also to cause other to pray for them in masses and exequies,
and to give alms to other to pray for them, whereby they may
be relieved and holpen of some part of their pain. But forasmuch
as the place where they be, the name thereof, and kind of pains
there, also be to us uncertain by scripture; therefore this, with
all other things, we remit to God Almighty, unto whose mercy it
is meet and convenient for us to commend them, trusting that
God accepteth our prayers for them, referring the rest wholly to
God, to whom is knownen their estate and condition; wherefore
it is much necessary that such abuses be clearly put away, which
under the name of purgatory hath been advanced, as to make
men believe that through the Bishop of Rome his pardons, souls
might- clearly be delivered out of purgatory, and all the pains of
it, or that masses said at Scala Cocli or otherwhere in any place,
or before any image, might likewise deliver them from all their.
pain, and send them straight to heaven, and other like abuses.